Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Holy Trinity Catholic School

Inspection report

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number
Inspection dates

Lead inspector

122818
Nottinghamshire
395394

26-27 April 2012
Nigel Grimshaw

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Appropriate authority

Chair

Headteacher

Date of previous school inspection
School address

Telephone number
Fax number
Email address

Age group 3-11

Primary

Voluntary aided
3-11

Mixed

297

The governing body
Robert Beall

Barry Doran

14 February 2007
Boundary Road
Newark

NG24 4AU

01636 689177
01636 689968
office@ holytrinity. notts.sch.uk

Inspection date(s) 26-27 April 2012

Inspection number 3953%



Inspection report: Holy Trinity Catholic School, 2627 April 2012 20f12

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school.
Ofsted will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding
which schools to inspect and when.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think
about schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or
look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of
all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and
Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based
learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and
other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked
after children, safeguarding and child protection.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk

© Crown copyright 2012

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 Ste

d


http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/

Inspection report: Holy Trinity Catholic School, 2627 April 2012 3o0f12

Introduction

Inspection team

Nigel Grimshaw Additional inspector
Enid Korn Additional inspector
Ian Hart Additional inspector

This inspection was carried out with two days' notice. Inspectors observed teaching
and learning in 20 lessons or parts of lessons taught by ten different teachers. They
looked at pupils’ work, listened to pupils read and talked to them about how much
reading they did. Discussions took place with members of the governing body, staff,
parents and carers and groups of pupils. Inspectors took account of the responses to
the on-line Parent View survey in planning the inspection. They observed the school’s
work, and looked at a range of documents, including those relating to safeguarding,
school improvement and self-evaluation. They scrutinised minutes of governing body
meetings, governors'’ visit reports, reports from the local authority and the school’s
own assessment data. The inspectors analysed questionnaires from pupils as well as
those from 169 parents and carers.

Information about the school

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Primary is larger than the average-sized primary school.
The majority of pupils come from White British backgrounds but there is an
increasing Polish community also represented in the school population. Many of
these pupils learn English as an additional language and the overall percentage of
non-native English speaking pupils is above the national average. The proportion of
pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is below the national average. The
proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs,
including those with statements of special need or school action support is just above
average. The majority of these have moderate learning difficulties and some have
speech, language and communication difficulties. The stability of the school
population is above average. The school has a privately run breakfast club and a
privately run after school club that have been inspected separately.

The school has gained various awards including the Artsmark Gold award and the
Basic Skills Quality Mark. The school meets the government'’s floor standard, which
sets minimum expectations for attainment and progress.
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements

Overall effectiveness 2
Achievement of pupils 2
Quality of teaching 2
Behaviour and safety of pupils 2
Leadership and management 2

Key findings

Holy Trinity is @ good school. Behaviour in lessons is typically outstanding and
pupils benefit enormously from high quality spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development. By the end of Year 6, pupils’ attainments are well above the
national average. The school is not outstanding because of some
inconsistencies in the quality of teaching; and pupils have insufficient
opportunities to apply their information and communication technology skills in
other subjects.

Children make better than expected progress in the Early Years Foundation
Stage, and the focus on basic literacy and numeracy skills provides a solid
platform for similar good progress in English and mathematics in Years 1 to 6.
Pupils enjoy reading and make good progress because it is taught well. An
effective and well-structured programme in the Early Years Foundation Stage
and Key Stage 1 that links sounds to letters (phonics) gives pupils a particularly
good start in this respect.

The quality of teaching is mainly good, and at times outstanding, because
senior leaders monitor it rigorously and provide effective training and support.
Teachers make good use of individual targets for pupils and the progress of
underachieving pupils is accelerated by well chosen support programmes.
However there remains some satisfactory teaching. Teachers sometimes
provide too few opportunities for pupils to apply their information and
communication technology skills to support and enhance learning in other
subjects.

Pupils’ behaviour is very good in lessons and generally around school. They are
motivated by their work, respond well to the challenge of their targets and
consequently enjoy learning.

The headteacher is well supported by a motivated senior leadership team. The
governing body provides an excellent balance of challenge and support. The
school leadership has worked hard to provide an enriched curriculum that is
now providing improved links between subjects. Outcomes from the parental
questionnaires were very positive indeed.
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

What does the school need to do to improve further?

B Reduce the proportion of satisfactory teaching by sharing the good and
outstanding practice in the school, particularly with regard to the pace of
learning, the use of time within lessons and the quality of questioning.

B Provide more opportunities for pupils to apply their information and
communication technology (ICT) skills to support and enhance learning across
all subject areas.

Main report
Achievement of pupils

Children enter the Early Years Foundation Stage with skills and knowledge that are
just below those expected for their age. They settle well into school life and make
good progress, especially in basic communication skills and mathematics. The
increasing numbers of children who are learning English as an additional language
make good progress because of the high quality of support provided by the bilingual
staff. Overall standards are above national expectations at the end of the Reception
year. Attainments in English and mathematics are consistently above national
averages, including in reading, by the end of Year 2 and well above over time by the
end of Year 6. The pupils have a real enjoyment of reading and most say that they
read for pleasure outside school. Attainment dipped at the end of Year 6 in 2011 and
progress for this cohort was below expectations. The school leaders responded
swiftly and rigorously to address this apparent decline by implementing improved
support programmes for any pupils at risk of underachieving. As a result, attainment
is, once again, well above average across the school, with the Year 6 pupils making
sustained good progress to be two terms ahead of typical pupils nationally. The
achievement of pupils is therefore good.

All groups of pupils, including boys and girls, disabled pupils, those who have special
educational needs and those known to be eligible for free school meals, make good
progress in Years 1 to 6. This progress is consistent in reading, writing and
mathematics. Pupils who are learning English as an additional language make good
progress because of an effective induction programme and a well-structured
programme of support. There is no significant difference in the attainment of pupils
from different ethnic backgrounds. The girls generally outperform the boys but the
gaps in outcomes have narrowed and both attain higher standards than similar pupils
nationally.

Progress in most lessons observed was good or better. Pupils enjoy learning in
lessons and teachers plan work that they find motivating. This was particularly true
in an outstanding English lesson, where the pace was slick and the pupils were
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
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challenged to write a play script about sheltering in an Anderson shelter during World
War II. Teachers and teaching assistants provide good support for disabled pupils
and those with special educational needs that focuses on their particular needs.
Consequently, these pupils make good progress in line with that of their peers.

An overwhelming majority of parents and carers responding to the questionnaire feel
that their children make good progress, have good basic skills and that the school
helps them to support their child’s learning. One parent wrote typically, ‘We are
delighted with the progress of our children and have no concerns whatsoever’.
Inspection evidence supports these views

Quality of teaching

The quality of teaching is good. The large majority of lessons observed were judged
to be good or outstanding. Pupils make good progress in lessons and over time. In
almost every lesson observed, pupils were clear about the learning objective and the
small steps in learning by which they could measure their own progress. They are
also given longer-term targets for improving their work. Each term the pupils
individually discuss their progress and the next steps in their learning with their
teacher. The pupils value this highly. This development of the pupils’ involvement in
their own learning is a strength of the school and one reason why the pupils achieve
as well as they do. In the better lessons the teachers have excellent subject
knowledge, plan the work thoughtfully and consequently the pace of the lesson is
slick. In the satisfactory lessons the pace of learning is slower, pupils have less time
allocated for their individual learning and the questioning is less effective because
pupils are not required to articulate their answers to the same high levels. Work
planned by the teachers in the better lessons makes good use of their knowledge of
the pupils’ attainment to ensure expectations are high and the work is appropriately
challenging for all. The marking of pupils’ work is consistently good and includes
guidance for improvement, often supported by verbal feedback.

The school’s topic-based approach to the curriculum has been planned thoughtfully
by the teachers. The links established between subjects were very evident in the
Year 6 classrooms where there are many examples of work from different subjects
arising from a trip to Whitby.

The school’s ethos is highly influential in promoting the good spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development of the pupils. This was evident in most of the lessons;
pupils worked exceptionally well cooperatively, valued the opinions of others, and
behaved excellently because they were highly motivated.

A very high proportion of parents and carers feel that their children are taught well
and are prepared for the next stage of their education. The inspection findings
support this view entirely. One parent spoke for many when writing, ‘We are really
impressed with the high standards of teaching and the friendly caring ethos of the
school’. One pupil was even more forthcoming, describing the teaching as ‘One
million per cent brilliant!”
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Behaviour and safety of pupils

The behaviour and safety of pupils is good. Pupils are extremely polite, confident and
very welcoming. They behave extremely well in lessons and around school. Routines
are well established in the Early Years Foundation Stage. They show consideration
for others and work and play together harmoniously. Pupils are confident that they
feel very safe at school and this is echoed by parents and carers. The inspection
again confirms these views. School records indicate that there are very few incidents
of bullying. Pupils have a good understanding of the different forms of bullying and
they agree that bullying in any form only happens rarely, is seldom serious, and is
dealt with promptly and effectively by the adults in school. Racist incidents are even
less common, because the pupils show mutual respect for each other at all times.
New pupils into school say that they are made to feel welcome very quickly and they
all say that they settled happily into school life. Pupils have a good understanding of
potentially dangerous situations. For example, the school has ensured that the pupils
are well aware of safe and appropriate use of the internet.

Attendance has remained in line with the national average over the last three years.
Leadership and management

The leadership and management of the school are good. The excellent headteacher,
ably supported by the developing senior leadership team, has a clear vision and a
successful track record of improvement in the school. Although some satisfactory
teaching remains, the high teaching standards at the last inspection have largely
been maintained through a programme of professional development for all staff and
this has ensured that pupils’ progress is also significantly above average over time. A
very knowledgeable governing body supports the senior leaders effectively.
Governors have a clear view of the school’s strengths and areas for improvement
because of their active involvement in the monitoring and challenging of the school’s
work.

The curriculum has been reviewed to create opportunities for enjoyable learning that
are meeting the needs of the great majority of pupils. The opportunities for pupils to
apply their writing and mathematical skills across the curriculum have improved
significantly but this now needs extending to ICT. The curriculum and the
expectations of staff are also providing a very effective platform for promoting
outstanding spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

School leaders, governors and staff are successful in promoting equality of
opportunity and tackling discrimination. However, in the Early Years Foundation
Stage, the sudden increase in numbers and the consequent relocation of the older
Reception children has led to inconsistencies in the provision for this year group,
including a lack of joint planning and access to good quality outdoor learning.

The school has effective systems for identifying groups and individuals who need
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additional support. Successful strategies are provided to accelerate the pupils’
learning and close any gaps in their outcomes compared to their peers. School
leaders ensure that safeguarding procedures meet statutory requirements. The site is
secure and all visitors are checked on arrival at the school before they can gain

entry. Parents and carers agree that the school keeps them well informed and
responds well to any concerns raised. The inspection team fully supports these
views.

The school’s self-evaluation is accurate and clearly focused on the correct priorities.
It stems from an effective programme of monitoring and evaluation and analysis of
data. Consequently, the school has been successful in building on strengths and
addressing weaknesses highlighted in its previous inspection. Furthermore, the
school’s leaders have taken prompt and effective action to reverse the dip in pupils’
progress in 2011. This success demonstrates that the school has a good capacity to
sustain improvement in the future.
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Glossary

What inspection judgements mean

Grade Judgement | Description

Grade 1 Outstanding | These features are highly effective. An outstanding
school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs.

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school
that is good is serving its pupils well.

Grade 3 Satisfactory | These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.

Grade 4 Inadequate | These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils.
Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it
improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school | Outstanding Good Satisfactory | Inadequate
Nursery schools 54 42 2 2
Primary schools 14 49 32 6
Secondary 20 39 34 7
schools
Special schools 33 45 20 3
Pu_pll referral 9 55 )8 8
units
All schools 16 47 31 6

New school inspection arrangements have been introduced from 1 January 2012. This means that
inspectors make judgements that were not made previously.

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September to 31 December 2011 and represent
judgements that were made under the school inspection arrangements that were introduced on 1
September 2009. These data are consistent with the latest published official statistics about
maintained school inspection outcomes (see www.ofsted.gov. uk).

The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.

Primary schools include primary academy converters. Secondary schools include secondary academy
converters, sponsor-led academies and city technology colleges. Special schools include special
academy converters and non-maintained special schools.

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
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Common terminology used by inspectors

Achievement:

Attainment:

Attendance:

Behaviour:

Capacity to improve:

Floor standards:

Leadership and management:

Learning:

Overall effectiveness:

Progress:

Safety:

the progress and success of a pupil in their
learning and development taking account of their
attainment.

the standard of the pupils’ work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

the regular attendance of pupils at school and in
lessons, taking into account the school’s efforts to
encourage good attendance.

how well pupils behave in lessons, with emphasis
on their attitude to learning. Pupils’ punctuality to
lessons and their conduct around the school.

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving based on its self-evaluation and what
the school has accomplished so far and on the
quality of its systems to maintain improvement.

the national minimum expectation of attainment
and progression measures.

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the governors and headteacher, to
identifying priorities, directing and motivating staff
and running the school.

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

inspectors form a judgement on a school’s overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school.

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured

by comparing the pupils’ attainment at the end of a
key stage with their attainment when they started.

how safe pupils are in school, including in lessons;
and their understanding of risks. Pupils’ freedom
from bullying and harassment. How well the school
promotes safety, for example e-learning.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s
main findings from the inspection of their school.

.Y

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

30 April 2012
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Holy Trinity Catholic School, Newark, NG24 4AU.

On behalf of the inspection team, I would like to thank you for making us feel so
welcome when we visited your school. We really enjoyed our time with you. We
enjoyed talking to many of you in lessons, in our meetings with you and at break
times. We were pleased with your enthusiasm for your work and the progress you
are making, especially in English and mathematics.

We have judged that yours is a good school. You behave very well, get on well
together and value each other’s cultures and backgrounds exceptionally well. We
know from talking to you and from your questionnaires that you like coming to
school very much and enjoy your learning. This is because the teachers try to make
the work interesting and fun and so you are making good progress. You report that
you feel safe at school.

Although yours is a good school, we have asked the headteacher, staff and the
governing body to make some changes to help it to improve further. We have asked
them to provide more opportunities for you to use your information and
communication technology skills when you are doing your topic work and work in
other subjects. We have also asked them to try and make all the teaching as good as
the best teaching in school.

We are very confident that you will want to help too. You can do this by trying your
best at all times and checking that your work in lessons is as good as expected.

We would like to wish you all the very best in the future at Holy Trinity Primary
School and also when you move on to your next school.
Yours sincerely

Nigel Grimshaw
Lead inspector



Inspection report: Holy Trinity Catholic School, 2627 April 2012 120f 12

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspections’, which is available
from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries @ofsted.gov.uk.




